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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

May 23 2008

Press Contact: Joanne Barrett 617-547-2265

jbpr@comcast.net

ATTENTION CLASS:

LATE NITE CATECHISM,
THE RAUCOUS, ROLLICKING INTERNATIONAL HIT COMEDY, 

IS COMING TO STONEHAM THEATRE JUNE 11–22, 2008

REVERE ACTRESS BARBARA HUNT IS SISTER

Catechism classes are never as much fun—or as hilarious—as when they are led by Sister (played by Barbara Hunt) in the international hit comedy Late Nite Catechism by Vicki Quade and Maripat Donovan. 

Late Nite Catechism is an uproarious piece of theater that takes audience members back to school—sometimes nostalgically, sometimes fearfully.  The irrepressible Sister teaches an adult catechism class to a roomful of “students” (the audience).  Over the course of the play, Sister goes from benevolent instructor, rewarding the “students” for correct answers with glow-in-the-dark rosaries and laminated saint cards, to authoritative drill sergeant.  These abrupt mood swings are bound to strike a resonant chord with everyone who survived the ups and downs of going to class with an omniscient authoritarian at the helm. 
Performances are Thursday at 7:30pm, Friday at 8:00pm, Saturday at 4:00pm and 8:00pm and Sunday at 2:00pm. Three performances added on Wednesday June 11 at 7:30pm, Sunday June 22 at 6pm, and Wednesday June 18 at 4:00pm. (Press performance on June 14 at 8pm.) Stoneham Theatre is located at 395 Main Street, Stoneham Square.  Tickets range from $16–$40. For tickets and information visit or call the Stoneham Theatre Box Office 781-279-2200 or purchase online at www.stonehamtheatre.org. Box Office hours are Tuesdays–Saturdays 1pm–6pm.  On Thursdays and Fridays, a limited number of $20 rush tickets are available in person, cash only/day of show, from noon–1pm based on availability.

The Catholic Register (Toronto) said of Late Nite Catechism, “The show appeals to Catholics and non-Catholics alike since ‘Sister’ clearly explains religious references in lighthearted ways while maintaining a serious tone that isn’t too preachy and far from being saccharine.”  The New York Times declared “Late Nite Catechism speaks to an audience much broader than the membership of any one church.” 

Barbara Hunt (Sister), from Revere, has performed in such roles as:  Mrs. Webb in Our Town, Renee' in Odd Couple (the female version), Frances Black in Light Up The Sky, Stephanie Crawford in To Kill A Mockingbird, Maria Merelli in Lend Me A Tenor, the saxophone playing Mexican in A Streetcar Named Desire.  Her favorite role until now was that of the zany, madcap Mame Dennis in the much-loved story of Auntie Mame.  She also performs in the role of Sister in Sister’s Christmas Catechism, The Mystery of the Magi’s Gold and played Sister Rita Mary in the world premiere of Sister Rita Mary’s Bingo Extravaganza.   In addition to her passion for theater, Barbara plays the saxophone and the trumpet in both swing bands and orchestras.  She sings and enjoys voice and character impersonations. Barbara attended Catholic schools and Emerson College.

Late Nite Catechism, which was nominated for an Outer Critics Circle Award in New York and recently won the L.A. Drama Critics Circle Award for Best Lead Performance for Maripat Donovan, is currently playing in New York, Seattle, San Francisco, St. Louis, Vancouver, Scottsdale, New Orleans, Los Angeles and Chicago, where it has been playing to full “classes” since it opened in 1993.  Productions in Boston, Sydney and Melbourne recently ended after playing two years in each city.
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